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Meeting A Long-Felt Mission Need

I:I umber 10

Medical Missionaries in the Field at Home and Afar

By Rev. J. A. Lynch, C. SS. R., Member

HE special blessing of our Holy corps of skilled nurses.

Father, and even a very close
affiliation with the Society for
the Propagation of the Faith
have been given to the Catho-
lic Medical Mission Board of the
United States and Canada.

This Society has for its aim
the sending of Catholic doctors
and trained nurses, together
with medical ‘supplies to American and
Canadian foreign and home missionaries.
It is not an ephemeral organization, but a
permanent one. The reason for its exist-
ence is self-evident. We must care for the
health of our Priests, Brothers, Sisters and
Missionary Catechists away from home.
Their missions are far removed from cen-
-ters where doctors usually reside. In the
past, neglect of this fact has caused death
and disability among our missionaries.

These self-sacrificing missionaries are
certainly deserving of every reasonable care
that may be afforded them in preserving
their health so that they may carry on their
Christ-like labors in their chosen field.
Health is one of their principal assets. Fal-
ling victims to illness or disease, they must
soon relinquish their tasks. It is self-evi-
dent that the salvation of countless thous-
ands of immortal souls depends upon the
health, as well as the activities of our Cath-
olic missionaries. It becomes our bounden
duty, therefore, to see to it that every pre-
caution is taken to safeguard the health of
our devoted missionaries, both in the field
at home and the field afar.

Now, since most of our missionaries pos-
sess but a meagre knowledge of medicine,
they are neither capable of diagnosing any
serious disease nor competent to treat them.
For this reason it is imperatively necessary
that in every mission field competent and
zealous physicians should be at hand to give
medical attention to the missionaries as
well as to the natives themselves.

The doctors thus employed as medical mis-
sionaries are not mere volunteers in this
field of missionary endeavor. They receive
a reasonable salary for their services.

Physicians alone, however, cannot handle
the situation, They must be assisted by a

These nurses are
invaluable aids to Priests as well as to doc-
tors. They usually volunteer for a three-

vear period of service with the understand-
ing that they may extend this term. They
are engaged by the Catholic Medical Mis-
sion Board and are paid a fixed salary for
their services.

As an indication of the growing apprecia-
tion of this phase of missionary endeavor,
the Jesuit Fathers in charge of the George-
town University Medical School in Wash-
ington recently offered a summer course in
medicine to all foreign missioners. This
course was attended by a large number of
missionaries who received not only theor-
etical medical training, but were brought to
the hospitals, clinics and dispensaries where
they received a thoroughly practical course,

Catholic Medical Mission Board

thus fitting them for their work in the mis-
sion field.

In inaugurating this phase of missionary
work the Catholic Medical Mission Board
has taken steps to meet a need which has
long been felt in our mission field.

Protestant Missionary Societies, almost

from the very inception of their foreign
and home mission foundations, have been
quick to foresee this need and have sup-
plied both doctors and nurses as efficient
auxiliaries to their missionaries.
- Of course, it is the principal aim of the
Medical Mission Board to reach the soul of
the native through bodily ministrations. De-
prived in many cases of even the most ele-
mentary needs, frequently lacking medical
attention, as well as the means of paying
for the services of a physician, the natives
must of necessity resort to the foreign med-
ical missionary’s assistance.

The Catholic Missionary, therefore, must
always be ready to heal both body and soul
alike.  In imitation of Our Blessed Saviour
Who healed the sick before He preached,
our missionaries must be prepared to min-
ister to the bodily needs of the natives be-
fore they can hope to reach them with
their Gospel message. Our Holy Father has
recommended that missionaries follow the
method of Our Divine Saviour in dealing
with the natives.

It is gratifying to know that our gener-
ous Catholic people stand ready to help this
necessary phase of missionary work in our
home and foreign mission field; zealous,
self-sacrificing doctors and nurses are found
whokw1ll volunteer for this truly Christ-like
work.

The Society of Missionary Catechists from
the very beginning has considered its med-
ical missionary work of paramount impor-
tance in ministering to the needs of the
needy sick among whom they are called to
labor. In the vast, unorganized mission field
of New Mexico and elsewhere they labor
among the sick-poor, visiting them in their
homes and tenderly nursing them when they
are deprived of the ordinary means of med-
ical attention. By their Christ-like minis-
trations to the Catholic sick-poor they pre-

(Continued on Page Eight)

Protestant Missionary Societies spend $1000 for the Education of Mexican Girls as Protestant Missionaries.




Page Two

THE MISSIONARY CATECHIST

September, 1927

WHEN THE AMERICANS CAME

ENORITA, your parents await
! the devotions,” spoke old Man-
uela, the nurse.

The girl, standing on the
| veranda had watched the after-
glow fade and leave the yvorld
a purple wonderland. In it she
had traveled east, beyond the

of her dreams. Out there was

a world of romance, of happiness, of lights,
jaughter and fullness. 2

“Manuela, 1 was wishing 1 was in Dela-
wate—or some place to-night,” said Carola
Martinez, “and that I was dancing with the
President and—"

r‘?iittlé donkey,” said Manuela—rough
words in smooth Spanish, “make haste with
me to the chapel and think not such wild
thoughts.”

“Cgan I live here forever?” pouted the
irl. Y
s “Thou hast been far to schgol in Albu-
uerque, to balls in Sante Fe—
. “O(ile ,ball. Manuela, and then papa took
mamma and me because it was good busi-
said Carola.

”
“e‘s‘sF:or shame,” rebuked Mar}uel& “As if
Don Ramon would mix his family in

Hies1” :
po}}fﬁgy had reached the family chapel.
When she took her place on the kneeling
bench with her family her father began the
Rosary. Her three brothers answerefl
promptly. Her mother cast a sharp glance
at her and she answered aubibly. 3

Devotions over the servants sought their
quarters—there were twenty small dgtached
houses for them. The Martinez fa_mxly and
Manuela came into the great h.vmg. room
of the ranch house, which was 1llumm_ated
by a dozen candles in tall silver candlesticks.

Carola went to the piano and strummed
idly. Her brothers stood near and hummed.
Catching their mood she p_layed an old
song and their young voices filled the night.

Carola liked to have the house fullY of
guests. Of late there had been few. Now,
above her brothers’ voices, she heard the
approaching hoofs and her heart sang.

Some one clattered across t!xe courtyard
stones. Grandfather was talking to them,
Lidding them welcome. Grand.fatho.r Mar-
tinez was past sixty, but yvlth him age
had dealt lightly, ke;wmg_httk:. mark ex-
cept in the whiteness of his hair. He was
a man rugged and strong, and was much in
the open. Don Vincgnte Martinez was a
power in the community. :

“You are most kind, Don Vincente. I am
delighted to stay”, Carola heard the guest
make answer. She knew the voice. ‘lt.“:as
Felipe Estevan from Rancho Del Espiritu
Santo, several leagues west_ward in t}ze
heart of the Cebolleta Hxlls. Carola’s
mother welcomed him as dl_d her father.

«What have you done with your sheep,
Phil?” asked Don Ramon.

She did not hear the answer from where
she sat quietly in a corner of the great
room with her brothers. Papa‘seemed to
have forgotten them. After a time Donna
Teresa bade them greet Felipe. They did,
but the talk soon again turned to sheep.

Manuela brought in a dish of cake and a
bowl of golden fruit. But it was a dry-as-
dust evening for Carola. Papa, Grandfath-
er.and Felipe talked nothing but rangeland
and easterners.

Rio Grande; east, to the land.

(By Constance Edgerton.)

“The man who lives in my home,” spoke
Felipe, “says sheep are useless. In the east
they wear silk.”

Carola longed to ask his name, his age.
Silk. Silk. Silk. And he was from the
east—mayhap Delaware or Ohio. And he
was an American.

“Have you dore everything you could,
PhLil?” asked her father, who was Feiipes
god-father.

“kKverything. If my folks had any papers
I cannot find them and they must have a
title of some sort. I have seen the grant
on the Cristobal Ranch, north of ours, and
it reads: “Bounded on the south by Rancho
Del Espiritu Santo, owned by Enrico Es-
tevan”; and in the San Mateo Grant, south
of ours, my father’s name is mentioned also
as owning adjoining property. Had I known
in time what the Americans were doing,
I could have filed on the one hundred sixty
on which the ranch house and chapel stand.
I would not so much mind losing the rest,”
said Felipe.

“That is the hard part, Phil,” said Caro-
la’s mother, “to have your home and the
treasures you love taken from you.”

Forrester Harding, plowing up our grave-
vards nor making an irrigation ditch where
our chapels stood—after first tearing the
chapel down and rebuilding it on another
part of the ranch.”

The clock struck nine. Grandfather rose.
“N_I(?nuela, tell Jose we start at dawn,” he
said.

“Si, senor,” said the old nurse.

They went to their rooms, the grownups
first. Carola and her brothers stood while
the good-nights were being said.

“Carola,” said Louis, the youngest, “if
yvou step onto the veranda I will show you
a finch in its nest. He looks like a gold bird
in the moonlight.”

“Hasten, little one, that I may put out
the lights,” said Manuela.

“’}Ve will do it,” said Carola. “You may
go.
Vincent and Raymond left them. Carola
and Louis went into the soft southern night.
Her mind was not on the gold finch but on
Forrester Harding, the American, who was
living on Phil’s land—not as the owner, but
as an overseer for an eastern company. It
was very bewildering. She did not under-

”

“Sheep. Sheep make their life.”

“Yes, Donna Teresa,” he agreed.
mother’s things—her work basket,
spinning wheel, her books.”

“Your mother told me the last time she
visited with me here,” began Teresa Mar-
tinez, and for the life of her she could not
go on. The Senora had been dead but seven
months. Felipe was the only child she had
reared to maturity. Teresa knew the boy—
he was_four years older than Carola—felt
his loss deeply.

“She told you?” prompted Felipe.

“That the paper was safe with Juan
Morardor, the shearer. She knew that the
Americans were coming in. She told me
that she feared they would burn the build-
ings at night. She gave the title to Juan
for safe keeping.”

“He is quite mad since my
death,” said Felipe.

“T know.” said Donna Teresa, “but God
must will it so. How happy we should be
vour mother went while she had her own
home.”

“T am thankful for that,” said Felipe

“Just the same, Phil,” thundered Don
Vincente, “we do not relish that forcigner

“My
her

mother’s

stand all the men said. She was filled with
a desire to help Phil, but how?

“Isn’t it a beauty?” asked Louis.

“It is,” she agreed with unseeing eyes.

The Americans? Was she not an Ameri-
can? But these incoming Americans were
ladrones.

“Carola, you are not afraid of Margarida,
the cook,” said Louis, slipping his hand
into hers. “Will you take me to the kitchen
and let me eat all the tortillas I want?”

She allowed herself to be guided to the
kitchen and seating Louis at the end of the
large table  she brought forth the sweet
cakes he was so fond of.

There came a clatter of hoofs on the trail.
In the dooryard. With Louis at her side she
answered the summons at the great en-
trance door.

She opened it to—she knew it was For-
rester Harding. His face was blood smeared.
His coat was torn. “You must come into
the house,” she said, tradition strong within
her despite her rebellion, “and allow me to
bandage your wounds.”

W * *

(Continued on Page 3)
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VICTBORY-NOLL NOTES

Ten states were represented in the Pro-
fession and Investiture ceremonies held in
the Chapel of the Society of Missionary
Catechists at Victory-Noll on the Feast of
the Assumption. Of the twenty-three Cate-
chists professed and invested, six are from
Indiana, five from Illinois, four from New
Mexico and two from Ohio. Louisiana, Cal-
ifornia, Colorado, Iowa and North Dakota
each offered one of their daughters to the
service of the Church in the home missions
of the United States.

Assisted by Rev. J. J. Sigstein, Spiritual
Director of the Society, Rev. J. A. Lynch,
C. S. S. R, a member of the American
Medical Mission Board, officiated at the cer-
emonies.

Immediately following the processional
and Veni Creator, the Candidates placed
upon the Altar of Our Blessed Lady of
Victory written acts of Consecration by
which they renewed their Baptismal Vows
and consecrated their lives, together with
the merits of all their good works, entirely
and forever, to the Blessed Mother of God.
Then followed the investiture ceremonies,
during which Catechist Clorinda Quintana,
of Fort Collins, Colorado, received the Med-
al and Shield of the Professed Catechists.
Catechists Margaret Campbell of Stevens
Point, Wisec., Catherine Brohman of Grand
Forks, N. Dak., Dorothy Leahy of Daven-
port, Iowa, Mary Ann Sewaldt of Fort
Wayne, Ind., and Elizabeth Ayers of Lima,
Ohio, having completed their year of Pro-
bationship, were invested as Junior Cate-
chists and presented with the indulgenced
Crucifix which they will carry with them on
their missionary labors and place in the
hands of the sick and dying.

Catechists Frances Meyer of Cincinnati,
Ohio, Anne Nintemann of Riverside, Calif.,
Dorothy Trapp of Peru, Ind, Dorothy
Wilke of Chicago, Ill., and Mabel Denzig
of Elkhart, Ind., were invested as Probation-
ary Catechists. The first four Aspirants
graduated from Victory-Mount, the Prepar-
atory Training School of the Society at Las
Vegas for native subjects, Misses Margaret
Aragon, Anna Gutierrez, Monica Ulibarri
and Bertina Espinoza, and Misses Eva Al-
berding of Decatur, Ind., Casimir Darbutt
of Terre Haute, Ind., Loretta Bergerie of
New Iberia, La., and Julia Wathen, of Ev-
ansville, Ind., were invested as Consecrate
Catechists of Our Blessed Lady of Victory.

At the Communion of the Investiture
Mass Catechist Quintana pronounced her
Vows and Pledge of Stability, and Cate-
chists Marie Benes, Bridget Hynes, Ida Kel-
ler and Anna Wilhelm, all of Chicago, Ill,
renewed their Vows.

Following the last Gospel, a special bles-
sing was given to the newly professed Cat-
echist, and to the new Juniors.

In his address of felicitation Father
Lynch congratulated the assembled parents
of the invested Catechists on the beautiful
vocation of their daughters. “If any of
the works of God merit the applause of the
whole country and the Church of God, it is
the work of the Society of Missionary Cate-
chists. In all our country there is no more
beautiful manifestation of Christian Chari-
ty than that of the Missionary Catechists
of Our Blessed Lady of Victory. The Cate-
chists are called to labor among the poorest
of the poor, to teach them the love of Jesus
Christ and the protection of His Blessed
Mother. A mother who has a daughter in
this community is blessed of God. I con-
gratulate the Catechists; the whole Catholic
Church congratulates them today. They are
working for God’s sake to save the souls of
the poor little ones, to save the souls of the
forlorn, the downcast and far-off, and the
Catholic Church is proud of them.”

The ceremonies were preceded by a four-
day Retreat given by Father Lynch.

The day after Investiture Catechists
Bridget Hynes, Maximiliana Martinez and
Margaret Campbell left for the Missions.

Sl
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THE NAME OF MARY.
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Mary, the dearest name of all,
The holiest and the best;
The first low word that Jesus lisped
Laid on His Mother’s breast.
Mary, the name that Gabriel spoke,
The name that conquers hell:
y Mary, the name that through high
< heaven
The angels love so well. 4
Mary—our comfort and our hope— <
O may that word be given
To be the last we sigh on earth.—
The first we breathe in heaven.

: Adelaide A. Procter.

e raa o d

How few Catholics know of the tremen-
dous tide of immigration sweeping across
the Mexican border. There is no talk now
of the United States going into Mexico, for
Mexico is coming into the United States.

During the year ending June 30th, 67,939
Mexicans crossed the border from the coun-
try south of the Rio Grande. Each one of
these registered, paying the government fee
of $10.00. But these figures from the
United States Bureau of Immigration do
not tell the whole story. Government of-
ficials estimate very conservatively that for
each registered Mexican immigrant at least
three cross the border surreptitiously. Some
place the estimate at four or five. Accepting
the more conservative figure of three un.
registered immigrants for every registered
one, it is obvious that over 200,000 Mexi-
cans entered the United States during the
past year. Practically all of these immi-
grants, given an opportunity for steady
work, remain in our country.

The matter of caring for these Catholic
people in a religious way may now be con-
sidered as a big problem for the Church.
The saddest part of it is that there is noth.
ing being done in a big, organized way to
meet and solve this problem. The Society
of Missionary Catechists is the only mission-
ary Society engaged in laboring for the up-
lift of these people,

lome.”

WHEN THE AMERICANS CAME

Tbey did not start at dawn. The arrival
of borg‘ester Harding changed their plans,
Don Vmcente. and Don Ramon were riding
southward _thh Felipe, hoping he might
g‘et‘work with some of their friends, True
Felipe had never really worked. With old
Estrada, the 8rizzled mayordomo, he had
ridden over his vast domain. He knew his
servants by name. He gave them wedding
presents, wedding dances, and at the bap-
tlzms .}Zad a k})arbecue. Estrada told him
when 1t was shearing ti ippi i
s £ time, shipping time,

Forrester Harding asked for a it
S word with
Felipe. In the office where Don Vincente
and Don Roman kept minute account of the
‘VYOO.I and the mutton, Forrester asked:
]Wl{)l you take a job on your own ranch
Phil? As you know, I do not own the landr
%{;T but the agelr)lt f((i)r an eastern company,

are a superb rider. T} A
run cattle.” P ae

Although Felipe Santa Anna E

Llho stevan
was arrogant as any Basque, he had with
all his arrogance g streak of prudence,

“I am delighted to do so, Forre: ’

: T : y o ester,
sald. “We will tel] Den Vincente?” 0

“It is well, Phil.” said the older
> : ; g ' man,

You willbe more content here than else-
where—and you know that my home is your

“Thank you, Don Vincente,”

“I will say goodbye to Donna
Yide homeward,”

Carola, in the kitchen, baking sweet ¢
under the cook’s guidance, savghim :ié:k:f?:
She had always known Pihl. He had spent
many holidays with them and in turn she
and her' brothers had visited at Rancho
Del Espiritu Santo. Phil had taught her to
ride—lithe, running horses. Jose, the maj-
ordomo of the Martines Ranch, had been
_def:uled to teach her but she preferred Phil

nd now Phil was of a differ ;
workmg_ as did Estrada and Jo;?:'t :;O'I(‘il?d,
Margarida, the fat cook and her two daugh-
ters. Of a sudden Phil was different, How
could he be when he was her childhood play-
mate? But had she not also played with
Lo_ulsa and Maria, who were Margarida’s
chlldren?' She wished that she could com-
prehend it. For her the society of the en-
tire world was divided into two classes—
sheep owners and sheep tenders. She did
now know that east of the Rio Grande— the
mythical east she had dreamed of—there
ding canyons,—but
ked from sunup to

said Felipe,
Teresa and

were no sheep, no fee
shops where men wor
sunset,

“Carola,” said her mothe
way, “have you finished ?”
“%’es, mama.”
“Your sewing awaits you,” said
Teresa. _When the gir] w?as éﬁne sheDaOslll(rég
?‘rgarlda: “How many do you feed?”
Only twenty seven,” answered Margari-
dg, whose mother had cooked when Don
Vincente and his wife, the first Carola kept
open house, and twenty seven servant’s had
not been half their kitchen. Late years, as
the. Servants married, they went to Iivé in
th?‘xr own quarters and did for themselves
She is worried,” said Margarida, as
Teresa _went to the store house, “Why’?"
Lpavmg‘ the kitchen Carola crossed the
patio and entered the living room for her
embrmgier_v. Forrester Harding wasg seated
at a window, his head swathed in bandages,

r from the door-

(To be continued,)
Protestant Missionary Societies spend $1000 for the Education of Mexican Girls as Protestant Missionaries
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JInumaculate Heart of Mary Burse

In our last issue we announced that we
were most anxious to establish a Burse in
honor of the Immaculate’ Heart of our most
Dear and Blessed Mother. This most pure
and loving Heart, so full of goodness, kind-
ness, sweetness and mercy, is a never-failing
source of protection and consolation to all
who™ have recourse to It with humility and
confidence.

We feel that this Heart which loves us
more than the combined hearts of all the
fathers and mothers that have ever been
or will be in this world, and has a perfect
knowledge of our needs, providing whatever
is best for us, will obtain for the generous
berefactors of God’s poor all that It asks
from God. ?

Evidently our readers have taken kindly
to this idea of establishing a Burse in honor
of the Immaculate Heart of our heavenly
Queen.

During the past month we have received
encouraging letters from our readers com-
mending us on the establishment of this
Burse and pledging themselves to contri-
bute a certain sum every month towards
its completion. We are very happy to ae-
knowledge this manifestation of devotion to
the most Pure Heart of our Immaculate
Queen, and we take great pleasure in pub-
lishing the following commendatory létter
received from The DeMontfort Society, an
organization of zealous laymen who are
carrying on a truly providential and in-
spirational work of propagating true devo-
tion to Our Most Blessed Mother,

The DeMontfort Society
653 West 37th St.
Chiecago, IlL.

Fort Smith, Arkansas,
August 8, 1927.
Society of Missionary Catechists:
Received the August number today and
certainly do enjoy reading the good and no-
ble work of the Catechists in the South-
west. As you are anxious to start during
this month a Burse in honor of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, the enclosed check is
my mite toward the worthy cause. Only
wish I could help you more.
Your friend,
M. H.

Dear friends in Mary:

The DeMontfort Society, an organization
of laymen devoted to the propagation of
Blessed De Montfort’s True Devotion to the
Blessed Virgin, sends check for five dollars
for the Immaculate Heart of Mary Burse.

We will send free of charge to all who
contribute to this Burse a copy of the book
containing the True Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin, upon receipt of their names and
addresses.

Sincerely yours in Mary,
THE DeMONTFORT SOCIETY,
L. J. Dillon, Secretary.

Harrison, O., Aug. 9 1927
Dear Father:

I am sending $1.00 as a thanksgiving of-
fering to Our Blessed Lady of Victory for
the Missionary Catechists. I am also en-
closing another petition to be placed at the
Altar of Our Blessed Lady of Victory. The
favor 1 asked for in my last petition was
ranted, and now I ask you to please pray for
this intention. Thank you for your prayers.

.

The Missionary Catechist

Huntington, Indiana

Published monthly with ecclesiastical approba-
tion by The Missionary Catechist Publishing Co.

Subscription Rate: In U. S., 50¢ per year for
single copies; 10 copies or more to one address,
40c each per year. Life subscription $10.00. Can-
ada and Foreign, 75c per year. Payable in ad-
vance.

Entered as second-class matter December 30,
1924, at the postoffice at Huntington, Indiana,
under the Act of March 3, 1879.

Rev. J. J. Sigstein, Spiritual Director of
The Society of Missionary Catechists
Editor

Printed by Our Sunday Visitor Press,
Huntington, Indiana.
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WHY OUR “ANNUITY PLAN” IS
POPULAR WITH CATHOLICS
OF MODERATE MEANS
1

They may invest sums as low as
$50.00.

2.

They have the assurance that their
money will be returned when needed
upon sixty days’ notice.

3.

They have the further assurance
that their money is securely invested
with a religious corporation and that
they will receive regularly twice a
yvear a high rate of interest.

St. Cloud, Minn., Aug. 9, "27.

Reverend dear Father:

I received your letter today. Please send
me a copy of your Annuity Contract. You
are very kind to offer to return the money,
either in whole or in part if I should ever
be in need of it. This is more than any
other Society has offered me. I have quite
a sum of money out on the Annuity Plan
paying me from five to seven per cent in-
terest. I will let you have the money at
six per cent. and hope that I will never
have need for it. Our Dear Lord gave if to
me, so I want to return it all toEHig.

Dear Father:

Your letter in reply to my inquiry about
your Annuity Plan has been received. Your
offer is very attractive.

I am a working woman and unable to help
your worthy cause as I would like to, but I
am sending my cheek for $600.00. Please fix
up your contract for same and send it to
me. 1 am sorry I cannot do more, but
probably in a few months’ time I ean raise
the amount of this Annuity.

Yours very sincerely,
B. H.

Send us your petitions and they will be
included in our Perpetual Novena to the
great and glorious Blessed Lady of Viec-
tory.

A LIFE WORTH WHILE

With the close of the vacation season and
the advent of fall with its added incentive to
renewed efforts in another year’s work,
many earnest souls may be inspired to turn
their thoughts to higher things. Often the
thought of the service they could render
to Almighty God in behalf of souls that
are in need of help must come to them.
Living in highly organized parishes and in
prosperous communities, they find very little
scope for their missionary and charitable
aspirations. With hearts on fire with the
love of God and love of souls, these gen-
erous souls would gladly renounce a self-
centered life and live for the good of others,
but who shall point out the way to them?

Not infrequently they hear the whisper-
ing of grace in their hearts, “Lord, what
would You have me do?” They feel the
call to a higher and more worthwhile life,
and they have visions of service in the poor,
unorganized mission field at home. They
feel that the present conditions of the
Church in the mission districts of our coun-
try would be very different if only the little
children could be organized and taught the
truths of Faith. They have heard accounts
of how thousands of Catholic children are
dying of spiritual starvation because there
is no one to break to them the bread of Di-
vine doctrine.

Often these truly generous hearts are
torn by conflicting emotions. On the one
hand the thought of all that life holds out
to them—an ideal home, a highly remuner-
ative position, prospects of unlimited suc-
cess; on the other, the thought of the sac-
rifice involved in saving these children who
are pleading, waiting for them to come and
save them causes them to remain in a state
of indecision until perhaps it is too late to
offer to their Divine Lord and Master the
best years of their life.

For all such souls there could be no great-
er incentive than to devote their lives to the
highest of all causes, the salvation of the
souls of the poor. As Missionary Catechists
such persons would have a big field not
only as religious teacher, but as social
service workers., In each mission district
there is much room for marked individual-
ity. Everywhere there is work to be done
in saving souls in danger of perishing, in
caring for and healing the bodies of the sick
and destitute. .

What nobler type of service could any
of our generous-hearted American girls as-
pire to? What greater pledge of a life filled
with holy deeds, and what greater guaran-
tee of a life of holiness and happiness here,
a}ld tgxe fullest measure of happiness here-
after?

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CHURCH.
Sapello, New Mexico.
August 1, 1927

Dear Father Sigstein:

hope you are well and able to pursue
your noble work. I am suffering from a
swollen neck. Last week while fixing a
fence I was bitten by a poisonous insect,
and had to submit to a “home made oper-
ation.”

We have had plenty of rain lately, hence
there are good prospects for the late crop.
Because of lack of rain the spring crops,
however, were entirely burnt before ma-
turity.

May God bless the earnest efforts of
these poor people and grant them at least
a part of what they expected.

In the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
I remain, REV. J. B. GUEROVICH.

It costs the Missionary Catechists only $20 a month to train a native girl to enter their Society.
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TELLING THE STORY

Chaperito, New Mexico,
September, 1924.

When we came here we were heartbroken
to find that there were no Communions at
all, even though we have Mass, Benediction
and Rosary on Sunday. Now there is a
general Communion day on the first Friday
of the month. -

We are trying to revive the children’s so-
dality. Twelve girls responded readily to
our invitation to enroll themselves under
the banner of our Most Holy Mother. We
are also getting the boys to join and a}ready
have seventeen who are very good children.
They are very poor.

In a short time we hope to have a large
number of children both in our Catechism
classes and in our Children of Mary Sodali-
ty.

We have selected three of the larger girls
to help us teach Catechism. Although we
have no organist, our children are doing
well in their singing. They know some
hymns by ear. We have even got some of
the older girls to attempt singing the Mass.
These children enjoy singing very mugh.
We have formed a sort of Altar Society for
them and they take turns decorating and
keeping the Altar and Sanctuary In good
order. We have also organized a sewing
class for the larger girls. :

These children are naturally very pious.
There will be no difficulty in getting them
to come to Catechism classes regularly.
Their parents are a religious people and
in the past many of them attended the
Catechism classes. They love to hear ser-
mons. The Missionaries tell us that it is
not an unusual experience for them to
preach long sermons, and they 1aughmg1y
remark they could keep on preach‘mg‘ all
night, yet the people would sit there ‘drink-
ing in” eagerly the truths of religion.

These poor people certainly have a great
devotion to Our Dear Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. It is unusual to find, as we
found here, that they were not responsive to
the efforts of the Missionary to induce them
to receive Holy Communion frequently. In
time, and through the good example of the
children they will, no doubt, respond and
receive Holy Communion more frequently.

Surely there would be no better way of
honoring Our Blessed Mother during Her
beautiful month of the Rosary than by con-
tributing towards the Holy Rosary Burse.

The Catechist laboring under the patron-
age of this Burse will undoubtedly gain
many graces for her benefactors. At the
time of her investiture as a Probationer she
received her highly indulgenced beads from
the hand of the prelate presiding at the In-
vestiture, who, in conferring the beads,
prayed that Our Blessed Lady of Vietory
might obtain for her the greatest merits
and richest graces during their devout reci-
tation, so that she might propagate with
great effect this devotion in honor of her
Immaculate Mother, and that this Rosary in
her hands might be a most powerful means
for sanctifying her own soul and gaining
the souls of the poor, neglected little ones
committed to her care.

O Mary, who didst come into this world
free from stain! obtain of God for me that
I may leave it without sin.

NEW MEXICO—INDIAN SUMMER

Autumn is the gayest of seasons in
New Mexico: it is Indian Summer.
Along the mountain sides, in the can-
yvons, and arroyas the very shades and
tints of green change to the brightest
red and yellow and tan and brown.
The hillsides are a riot of color.
Gaudy in her coats of various hues,
there is nothing more picturesque in
the Rocky Mountains of the South-
west. The blue, lavender, silver, gold
and pale green of the sky at the sett-
ing of the sun, blending with the
purple shades of mountain, mesa and
vale, cast an enchantment over the
whole landscape in such a way as to
defy the descriptive powers of a
master poet.

On a Visit To Maryknoll.

“Maryknoll Sisters at the Home Center
and at the Clarks Summit convent were
happy to meet representatives of the Mis-
sionary Catechists from Victory Noll, Hunt-
ington, Indiana, and to hear of their noble
work among the poor Catholics of the
Southwest. The progress of this body of
missionary women has been steady and
rapid. Maryknoll rejoices in the strength
and promises of this consecrated organiza-
tion of home missioners.”—The Field Afar.

Nestling at the foot of the “Mount” is our
nearest Mission—San Antonio—a peaceful
group of tiny adobes against a low green
mesa. Although we have found more sickness
and suffering in this little village than in any
of our other missions, nevertheless we have
been edified in finding there the greatest
manifestation of Christian Resignation and
absolute confidence to God’s Holy Will
No doubt the dear Patron Saint of the vil-
lage is highly pleased with this expression
of truly Christian patience on the part of
his humble clients.

Every morning before the Altar of Our
Blessed Mother the Catechists at Victory-
Noll offer a perpetual Novena in honor of
Our Blessed Lady of Victory for the inten-
tions of their benefactors. In all the Mis-
sion Houses of the Society this Novena is
likewise offered for the same intentions,
which are also included in the simple, heart-
felt prayers of the poor little children under
the care of the Catechists. Surely Our
Blessed Lord, Who is the Divine Friend of
innocent children, will not fail to hear their
prayers and grant their petitions. We shall
be pleased to have all our readers send in
their intentions both spiritual and temporal,
and assure them not only of a remembrance
in our novena, but in the prayers of these
grateful little children.

During the month of October beautiful
Rosary Devotions will be offered in honor
of 0. B. L. V. in all the Houses of our So-
ciety. During this “month of grace” Her
devoted Catechists will remember all the
petitions that have been recommended to
them by their generous supporters, friends
and subscribers to The Missionary Catechist.
At Victory-Noll Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament will be given each day and we
feel certain that Our Divine Lord will grant,
through the intercession of His Most Holy
Mother, special graces to those who are co-
operating with the Catechists in saving the
souls and healing the bodies of His lowly
little ones in the missions.

The Seventh Day Adventists, with a
membership of 250,000, contributed over
$11,000,000.00 for their general missionary
work in 1925. From 1912 to 1925 they con-
tributed approximately $100,000,000.00 for
their missionary work. Their missionaries
are sent to every quarter of the globe.
They have established institutions in 124
countries and publish various mission jour-
nals in 2562 languages and dialects. For
every 14 church members they have an ac-
tive missionary, and every member of this
small sect contributes on an average of
$73.00 a year. Is not this a record that

puts Catholics living in our well-established
communities to shame?

Missionary hearts are the same, whether the immediate goal of their desires
is in our own Southwest or across the Pacific.

Protestant Missionary Societies spend $1000 for the Education of Mexican Girls as Protestant Missionaries,
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The Associate Catechists of Mary

is this letter written by one of our

Priest-friends to a group of young wo-
men about to organize a band of Associate
Catechists of Mary that we are printing it
in its entirety for the benefit of other of
our friends who anticipate organizing cir-
cles to help the Missionary Catechists win
souls for Christ.
Dear Miss Mary Smyth:

In response to your invitation to help or-
ganize your Mission Club, allow me, first
of all, to congratulate you and the other
girls. What a noble desire and ambition to
work for God and immortal souls! Surely
the Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Victory
will bless you. g AR

Why do you want to organize a Mission
Club? The first answer must be—for your
own soul’s salvation. A mission Club will
help you in this, “the one thing necessary.”
It will increase in your hearts the love of
God and the veneration of Our Blessed
Mother; it will make you receive more fre-
quently the Sacraments of Penance and
Holy Eucharist; you will more often be
found kneeling before the Tabernacle and
- at the foot of Mary’s altar; it will help you
to realize more and more the love of God
for man, and the value of an immortal soul;
it will enlighten you as to the _cunningness
and dominion of the devil; it will teach you
to practice mortification and self-denial for
others; in a word, it 1'\lvill cause yo]u to ::&
rcise and practice the supreme law
sirtue—Chal?ity to God and man. Behold
what perfection will be gained by you, what
will be accomplished for eternity, through

ur Mission Club! -
yOThe second reason for the club is the sal-

vation of the immortal souls of others.
When you do such work, you are co-workers
with the chosen ones of God. .Remember
the words of St. Augustine, that if you save
the soul of another, you also save thereby
your own. P S

Regarding your meetings and activities,
experience has proved the following plans
to be wholly satisfactory. You, indeed, are
at liberty to add or change, as you please.

Have a meeting at least once a month.
Open and close the meeting with prayer.
Prayer should never be omitted, because it
is so essential. Very little mission work
can be accomplished without prayer. You
may make clothing and other articles for
the poor, for the altar, but that in itself
does not save a single soul. God’s grace is
necessary. No sinful or pagan soul is saved
without it, and prayer is one, if not the
greatest, factor m obtaining it. Remember
“More things are wrought by prayer than
this world dreams of.” Prayer helps your
own soul; it gives courage and renewed
zeal to the down-hearted and discouraged
missionary; it obtains the grace of vocation
for new workers; it makes hard hearts be-
come as wax, and black and scarlet hearts,
whiter than snow.

Have a spiritual collection at every meet-
ing. Each member should offer a spiritual
bouquet for the month. Promises of pray-
ers, mortifications, offerings of the trials,
work and sufferings of certain days for the
missions should be made by each member
and gathered into one big spiritual bouquet,
as an offering of the club to God and Our
Lady of Victory.

The time of the meeting may be occu-

SO strikingly practical and to the point

pied by sewing and making mission arti-
cles. While this is being done, be careful
that the general conversation is on mission
subjects. To help this along, always have
some member read a mission article. Be-
cause your club will be organized to help
the Missionary Catechists, articles from
“The Missionary Catechist” should be read.
This will increase your knowledge, zeal and
work. 5

When you make articles for the altar,
you are other Marys, adorning God’s dwel-
ling place and making it pleasing to Him.
Make and mend clothes for the poor, for
they also are the dwelling, the temple of
God. Many little ones in the Southwest
have no heavy woolens, in fact no woolens
at all. Help them! In the sending of
clothes, however, be prudent. Send only
clean, well-mended, and worth-while clothes.
All other materials go to the junk-dealer,
not to God’s poor. Sell them and use the
proceeds for your work.

Money is also needed to help save souls.
It often happens that the soul is reached
only after physical suffering and pain are
alleviated. The Catechists go to New Mex-
ico and there administer to the bodily
wants of the poor and sick. They give food,
clothes, medicine,—everything gratis—to the
people. They clean the homes of the sick,
nurse them, teach the children religion, and
all—all, free of any charge. Not a single
penny do they receive in return.

How is this possible? How then, do the
Catechists live? Ah, that is just the ques-
tion, and here is the answer. Every Cate-
chist is supported by means of a Burse in
honor of Our Lord or some Saint. A com-
plete Burse amounts to $6,000.00. When a
Burse is completed the total amount is in-
vested and from the interest obtained, the
Catechist lives. To help build up such a
Burse you will give your dues, have little
bunco parties and other affairs. In return
for your help, the Catechist promises to
offer her prayers, work and sacrifices for

It costs the Missionary Catechists only $20 a m onth to train a native

you. The souls she saves, as an instrument
of Jesus and Mary, will be to your credit
before God. Help a Catechist glorify God and
spread the honor and fame of Our Blessed
Lady of Victory. She will write you occa-
sionally and relate to you the victories she
is gaining for heaven.

As to the number in your club, I would
suggest about ten. You say there are fif-
teen girls interested. In place of organizing
one club, interest a few more girls and
start two. Whenever a little group is anx-
ious to join, let one of the active girls of
your club start the organization of a new
club. This, I think, you will find to be the
best method and the most satisfactory.

May God bless you and may Our Lady of
Victory grant you all Her Maternal care
and protection. That your club may do
much for your own souls and the souls of
others is the prayer, especially at the Di-
vine Sacrifice, of
Yours sincerely in Christ and O, B. L. V.

FATHER E. J.
A Well-Planned Fall Program
September: Reunion Meeting.

Membership campaign—Payment of year-

ly A. C. M. dues.

Card Party.

October: Regular meetings
Plan Christmas Boxes
Public card party and social to raise funds
for our Burse.
November: Regular meetings.

Work on Christmas boxes
December: Baked goods or rummage sale for

benefit of our Burse

Pack and send Christmas boxes to the

missions.

Christmas Social.

Welcome, Our Lady of Lourdes Band of
Chicago! We extend our best wishes for
the success of your Club.

Participate in the missionary activities of
the Society of Missionary Catechists by
joining Victory-Noll Mission Circle and
pledging yourself to contribute $1 or more a
month toward the support of a Catechist in
the Field at Home.

I am only one—but still I am one;

I cannot do everything, but still I can do
something,

And because I cannot do everything,

I will not refuse to do the something I can
do.—Edward Everette Hale.

A short time ago we received a splendid
collection of holy pictures, beads, books and
other devotional articles from the sister of
one of the good Franciscan Fathers interest-
ed in our work. She gathered these things
together in her own home and in the homes
of her friends and made*quite a collection,
which vynll rejoice the heart of many of a
poor child in the missions who perhaps has
never seen a holy picture or possessed a
medal. No doubt zealous members of the
Associate Catechists of Mary could dupli-
cate such a collection. Collections such as
tb_ese will be welcomed by the Catechists at
Victory-Mount, Box 30, Montezuma Route,
East Las Vegas, New Mexico.

Address all A. C. M. communications to:

CATECHIST SUPERVISOR,
) Associate Catechists of Mary
Victory-Noll Huntington, Ind.

girl to enter their Society.
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The Junior Associate Catechists of Mary
is an oranization of Catholic children. Plac-
ed under the powerful protection of Our
Blessed Lady of Victory, its object is to ex-
tend the Kingdom of Jesus and Mary in the
hearts of poor children living in needy mis-
sions and settlements. Its membership, con-
sisting of Catholic boys and girls, pledge
themselves to assist the Missionary Cate-
chists in their charitable and missionary la-
bors among poor, neglected children.

Entire classes, clubs or sodalities may be
enrolled. Such groups become self-govern-
ing bodies whose members pledge them-
selves, through practical means, to help their
less fortunate brothers and sisters living
in needy missions and settlements. Where
several clubs are organized in any one school
or section, they may be organized into
Units. A unit, however, shall not consist
of less than three clubs.

Each club may determine for itself the
activities to be followed and shall select its
own name, elect its own officers, adopt its
own rules, provided, however, such rules
shall not be contrary to the general purpose
of this Association. :

The various clubs and units of the Society
shall be in charge of the Catechist Super-
visor of the Junior Associate Catechists of

Mary, who will co-operate with them in
every way. Each club shall make regular
reports to the Catechist Supervisor of the
Junior A. C. M. of any changes in its mem-
bership, officers. Such reports shall_also in-
clude a resume of the work accomplished by
the club since its last report. -

Upon their enrollment the Junior Asso-
ciate Catechists make the following promise:

“T pledge myself to help poor mission
children by my prayers and offerings.”

To carry out this promise members sh_all:

1. Daily recite the following invocation:
“Our Blessed Lady of Victory, pray for us
and poor, neglected children.” :

2. Remember these destitute little ones in
their Holy Communions.

3. Make self-denial offerings in honor of
the Infant Jesus of money, clothing, toys
and other articles, :

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be
offered every Tuesday in honor of the Guar-
dian Angels of the members of the various
Clubs, and for their teachers, or parents,
who act as promoters. In addition, they
will be remembered in the grateful prayers
of the poor children under the care of the
Catechists as well as in the pe}-petual No-
vent to Our Blessed Lady of Victory made
by each member of the Society of Missionary
Catechists.

Membership applications should be ad-

" dressed to:

CATECHIST SUPERVISOR,

Junior Associate Catechists of Mary,
“Victory-Noll” Huntington, Indiana.

Y

Protestant Missionary Societies

VICTORY -MOUNT ECHOES

The joyful and glorious Feast of Our
Heavenly Queen’s Assumption was for the
Catechists at Vietory-Mount a day of great-
est happiness and joy. It marked not only
the closing of a general Retreat to which
all our Catechists had come from the var-
ious Mission centers of Holman, Anton
Chico and Las Cerrillas, but also the reno-
vation of their Vows by four Catechists and
the pronouncing of their Sacred Vows for
the first time by three Junior Catechists.

Those who had the happiness of making
their Holy Profession were Catechist Esther
Furst, Colorado Springs, Colo.; Catechist
Clara Foley, Detroit, Mich.; and Catechist
Rose Kaiser, St. Louis, Mo. The following
renewed their Vows: Catechist Julia Doyle,
Catechist Caroline Meister, Catechist Agnes
Kozla, and Catechist Rafaela Mendoza.

* * *

Rev. Father A. Filiung, an Oblate Father
from Springer, New Mexico, and a very
able Retreat-Master, conducted the Retreat
and was celebrant of the Profession Mass.

Father Filiung’s Retreat Conferences were
most practical and inspirational—and un-

doubtedly will be helpful to the Catechists
in their arduous missionary labors.
* L *

Last month we had the pleasure of a visit
from two Franciscan Missionaries, Father
Oliver and Father Felix. The former is the
pastor of the Missions where our Las Cer-
rillas Catechists are working.

In the afternoon of the Feast of the As-
sumption the following Missionary Priests,
Rev. Raberole, Rev. Dumarest, Rev. Sexton,
Rev. Bickhaus, Rev. Balland, and Rev. Oel-
man, visited us at the “Mount.”

H# x* *

One of the lovliest gifts recently received
at Victory Mount is an artistic statue of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. This Statue was
presented by a generous benefactress of
New York and has the place of honor in the
Aspirant’s Dining-room. The Spanish
speaking people have such a wonderful de-
votion to Our Blessed Mother, under her
title of “The Virgin of Guadalupe,” that we
are sure our little Aspirants, for many
vears to come, will offer fervent prayers
for their kind friend before this beautiful
statue.

Not long ago the mother of one of our
Aspirants came to visit her and upon seeing
the statue she gave an exclamation of pleas-
ure and bending with characteristic faith
and love kissed the feet of the beloved
“Virgen de Guadalupe.”

ANTON CHICO MISSION CENTER
“All for Jesus Through Mary”

My dear Spiritual Father:

_Father Charrie visited us the other eve-
ning and requested us to visit a Protestant
American family some distance from Dilia,
one of our outmissions.

We went there today and were received
graciously. The father, a fallen-away
Catholic, is married to a Protestant woman
from Texas. None of the six children have
ever received the Sacrament of Baptism.
The children were well and playing around
the yard.

The family is devoid of religion, but we
shall not give up hope. We intend to visit
them frequently. We must pray and offer
acts of mortification so that Our Lord and
Our Blessed Mother will convert them.

Your spiritual child in O. B. L. V.,

CATECHIST AGNES KOZLA.

Philadelphia, Pa., August 7, 1927
Reverend dear Father:

Enclosed find Money Order for three dol-
J.rs for three months for the support of
¢ Missionary Catechist. The Catechists are
(oing a wonderful work and should be en-
~ouraged by every reader of your splendid
1ttle paper.

Very sincerely yours, J. B.

Dear Catechist Schneider:

Will you kindly receive
ciate Catechist of Mary? I am enclosing
membership dues of $1.00. I have already
asked Our Blessed Mother to accept me,
and promised to help in every way to keep
alive our Holy Faith.

I shall send an offering every month, and
whatever clothes I can collect for the poor
under your care, : ¢

Kindly remember me in your next novena
to Our Blessed Lady.

y Wishing you every blessing and success,
am

me as an Asso-

Respectfully yours, =

A very good friend of our Society, Miss
Helen Wolfe of Chicago, Ill.,, spent a few
days with us recently. She accompanied
some of our Catechists to our out-missions
at Hot Springs and San Antonio and also
went with them on their visits to the homes
of the poor and sick. While in New Mexi-
co, Miss Wolfe also visited our Sister-Cate-
chists ati Holman and Anton Chico.

spend $1000 for the Education of Mexican Girls as Protestant Missionaries.




Page Eight

THE MISSIONARY CATECHIST

MEETING A LONG-FELT MISSION
NEED
(Continued from Page One)

vent them from falling under the influence
of Protestant Medical Misdsionaries ever
ready to minister to Catholics in the hope
of robbing them of their Faith.

As medical missionaries caring for those
laid low by disease, the Missionary Cate-
chists find an easy entrance into the hearts
of the helplessly sick poor. The door of
the needy Mexican is always open to the
Missionary Catechists: they are hailed by
these destitute people as ministering angels.

New York, Aug. 2, 1927.

Dear Father:

Your letter was received sometime ago,
and I thank you for the information it con-
tained, and I am enclosing the amount you
said would be required to purchase the Stat-
ue of Our Lady of Guadalupe—$50.00. I
am enclosing bank check for this amount.

I am giving this in honor of Our Blessed
Mother in thanksgiving for the many fav-
ors she has obtained for me and my family,
and the recovery of my sister from a severe
operation recently.

I hope that this Statue will be placed
where you mentioned and that it will en-
courage devotion to our Blessed Mother and
be a source of inspiration to the young as-
pirants, as well as a blessing to myself and
family.

Devotedly your servant in Christ,
1

-y

$ The Stained Glass
. Windows
In the Chapel of

$ Victory-Training
Institute
VICTORY-NOLL
Executed In Our Munich Studio

EMIL FREI ART
{GLASS COMPANY

St. Louis, Mo.

y

3934 South Grand
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Dedication of St. Joseph’s
Health Resort, Wedron, Ill.

St. Joseph’s Health Resort, formerly well known under the name “Sulphur Lick
Springs Hotel,” is situated near Wedron, Ill., about eighty miles from Chicago and
nine milex north of Ottawa on the Sommonauk-Ottawa trail. This picturesque spot
has recently been purchased by an Order of Catholic Sisters, the Mission Workers
of the Sacred Heart. It is their intention to conduct here an all-year health resort.
Patients will be admitted from the first of September.

The complete absence of the health-destroying influences of a big city, the
sylvan surroundings, the pure air and above all the healing qualities of the sulphur
springs make it an ideal place for rest and relaxation.

: Tl_le water is recommended by eminent physicians as an excellent remedy for
diabetis, kidney trouble, liver complaint, rheumatism, nervousness, indigestion and
all diseases caused by impurities of the blood.

The building itself is provided with all the modern conveniences of a city hotel.
Rooms may be had in any desired arrangements. Special care will be taken to pro-
vide the patients with wholesome, nourishing food.

For further information write to:

ST. JOSEPH’S HEALTH RESORT, SULPHUR LICK SPRINGS, WEDRON, ILL.

THE DEAREST AND SWEETEST PLACE ON EARTH
14
Home, home, sweet home.”

“BUILD A HOME FIRST”

Allman Coal & Builders’ Supply

HUNTINGTON, INDIANA

SOCIETY OF MISSIONARY CATECHISTS,
Victory-Noll, Huntington, Indiana.

September, 1927

Please enter my name on your subscription list for The Missionary Catechist. I am enclosing
$10.00 for a Life subscription.

Address

50c for one year’s subseription.

Name

It costs the Missionary Catechists only $20 a month to train a native girl to enter their Society

—-«




